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Existing Literature on Victim Impact Statements (VIS)

• Primarily American research 
• Mock jury studies

• Undergraduate and community samples
• Limited generalizability to Canadian context
• In Canada, only the judge passes a sentence. 

• Much of US research explores the VIS to verdict relationship.

• Canadian research explores VIS to sentencing relationship.
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The Current Project: Archival Analysis

Current project:

• Archival Research, preliminary 

• Do victim impact statements affect sentencing 
outcome?

• What is the relationship between Type of Crime 
and VIS? 
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Methods: Canadian Legal Information Institute (CanLii)
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Methods: Variables 

Offender and 
Victim Stats

• Type of Crime(s)
• Total number of 

offenses
• Age

• Gender
• Victim/offender 

relationship

Victim Impact 
Statement 
Information

• Was there a VIS?
• If not, why not?

• How many?
• Written or oral?

• Delivered by 
someone other 
than the victim?

• Content?

Sentencing 
Decision

• Length of time 
incarcerated

• Length of time 
on probation

• Conditions for 
sentence

• Agg/Mit Factors
• Gladue Report?



Results
Total Offenders: N = 604

Total Victim Impact Statements: N = 1110

Crime Type
• 1 or more sexual offence = 215

• 1 or more murder = 147
• 1 or more assault = 173

• 1 or more theft/fraud = 101

Offender Gender 
• Male = 564
• Female = 64

VIS Format
• Oral VIS = 285

• Written VIS = 353

VIS and Gender
• Submitted by female = 585
• Submitted by male = 219



Dependent Variable: Incarceration Length in Days
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Predicting Sentencing 
Outcome Using Type of 

Crime and VIS
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Only Crime Type in model: 
F(7, 581) = 23.43, p < 0.00

Fchange after adding VIS        
= 0.053, p = 0.82



Does Type of Crime 
predict Presence of a 

VIS?
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VICTIM 
IMPACT 

STATEMENTS
(VIS)
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Do VIS impact sentencing?

What is the relationship 

between Crime Type and 

VIS?
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Thanks!

Any questions?

Gena.Dufour@smu.ca

Faculty Supervisors: Veronica.Stinson@smu.ca and Meg.Ternes@smu.ca

mailto:Gena.Dufour@smu.ca
mailto:Veronica.Stinson@smu.ca
mailto:Meg.Ternes@smu.ca
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Sentence: Incarceration and Probation 
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Sentence: Probation (Excluding offenders with 0 days probation) 
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